1820]      DIARY OF JAMES GALLATIN

FEBRUARY 10

We put our heads together and have sent the most
official-looking documents to all whose names were taken
to appear at the Hotel de Ville to-morrow. ^ We intend
going to some vantage-point to see them arrive.

FEBRUARY 11

Our joke came off splendidly. Coach after coach
drove up, but when the occupants asked for a certain
room, which number we put on the document, they
were informed there was no such room. Then one of
the documents was shown to an official, who said, "It
is Carnival; you have been duped." I wish you could
have seen their faces. Some of the ones of high rank
had written to the Due de Berri to intercede for them and
did not appear. He had been informed that it was a
joke and joined in it. We won't hear anything about it.
There is not one dare make any trouble. It seems the
Duke was very much amused, and has made many sallies
about it to the unfortunate ones, particularly the married
ones.

FEBRUARY 13

On Saturday there was a magnificent ball given by
Monsieur de Greffuhle. He had lately been made a peer.
The Due and Duchesse de Berri were present. There
had been rumours that there was a plot to assassinate
the Duke; all noticed that Monsieur de Greffuhle never
left him, and seemed much relieved when the Berris
retired. The Princesse de Galitzin bade me come to
her box at the opera on Sunday. We had the box adjoin-
ing the Royal one. The Due and Duchesse de Bern
were very well received. At the conclusion of the opera,
before the ballet commenced, the Duchess rose and,
bowing to the audience, retired with the Duke. As I
was not feeling well, I begged Madame de Galitzin to
excuse me and immediately followed. In the corridor

156 would have clone, Oh, my head to-day I We
